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“This  might  go  a  long  way  toward  explaining  how 
they  built  the  pyramids!” 
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ON  THE  BEACH  WITH  GAHAN  WILSON: 

Sandy  Smiles  from  Our  Seer  of  the  Strange  &  Inexplicable 


“You  called ?" 


“That’s  the  city  for  you— you  live  next  to  someone  for  years 
and  never  even  catch  a  glimpse  of  them.” 


“I’m  sorry,  sir,  but  Professor  Dorrdey  does  not  wish  to 
be  distracted  for  the  duration  of  the  winter.” 


Playboy’s  Favorite  Ghoul  Revisits 
Edgar  Allen  Poe’s  Old  Haunts 


“Will  you  please  cut  the  ‘Alas,  poor  Yorick’  bit 
and  open  that  chest?” 


“Well — that’s  showbiz!” 


i  it  in  the  first  place.” 


“ Too  bad — the  kid  had  talent.’ 


‘Til  take  that  t 


“When  did  you  first  become  aware  of  this  imagined 
‘plot  to  get  you,  ’  Mr.  Potter?” 
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“The  kid’s  not  much  with  pizza — but  he’s  a  real  crowd  pleaser.  ” 


“You  know  very  well  you’re  not  supposed 
to  beg  at  the  table.” 


“Time  after  time  it’s  the  same  thing:  you  hear  a  knock 
—you  open  the  door — and  nobody’s  there!” 


“ Henceforth  /  don’t  want  you  to  start  any  new  projects  without 
consulting  Professor  Frankfurter  or  myself.” 
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Playboy’s  Master  of  the  Macabre 
Explores  England’s  Famed  Wax  Museum 


"Would you  mind?” 


“You  put  that  right  back  where  you  found  it. 


“Well,  I  certainly  can’t  say  I  like  the  looks  of  him!” 


“Kill!" 
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One  Way  Only. 


'ell  known 


“Just  who  does  He  think  He  is?!!” 


“I  kept  hoping  the  picture  would  get  old  and  repulsive  looking, 
instead  of  me,  hut  it  didn’t  work  out  that  way.” 


“Well,  I  guess  that  settles  that” 
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“Where  are  the  others ?” 
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THE  SHARKS:  Cartoonist  Gahan  Wilson  Nets 
a  Fin-Filled  School  of  Macabre  Sea  Denizens. 
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“Well,  we  found  out  what’s  hern  clogging  your  chimney 
since  last  December,  Miss  Emmy.” 


V 


v"V\ 


"Usweze  w  w£ 

60  0326^6, 

l%rw2?  Wwbk 

pip  W£  £0 

wecNg,?/ 


MOTHER  GOOSE:  Playboy’s  Mirthful  Master  of  the  Macabre 
Serves  Up  Some  Strange  Twists  On  a  Clutch  of  Children’s  Classics. 


“I  know  it  seems  cruel,  but  it  did  save  their  marriage!” 


“I  don’t  like  this — he’s  left  off  huffing  and  puffing!” 


“Harry!  You?” 


“Gee,  I  just  wish  I  had  the  words  to  describe  this  see 
to  you  fellows  back  on  earth...!” 


"The  door  i 


“It  isn’t  much  of  a  dragon,  but  then, 
she  wasn’t  much  of  a  maiden.” 


“It  boks  as  if  Bodecker’s  project  has  gotte 
completely  out  of  hand” 


“I’m  beginning  to  have  serious  doubts  about  the  efficiency 
of  those  psychological  job-placement  tests” 


“I’ll  let  you  know  the  meaning  of  life  when 
I’m  damn  good  and  ready!” 


“ You  get  off  that  ice  pond  this  minute,  you  filthy  little  hoy!’ 
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"...Of  course,  a  new  model  can’t  expect  to  understand  how  it  is 
when  they  discontinue  your  line  and  parts  get  scarce!” 
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“Would  you  care  to  step  out  of  the  shop  and  see 
how  it  looks  in  the  fog,  Mr.  Holmes ?” 
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“No  blindfold,  thanks.” 


“Bad  news  on  that  new  brightening  formula,  chief.” 


7  don’t  know  what  it  is,  but,  for  God’s  sake, 
don’t  do  anything  to  frighten  it  away!” 


“Oh,  God!  It’s  really  been  one  of  those  days!” 
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“I  like  t 


Well,  I  guess  that  pretty  well  takes  care  of  that  riot,  eh,  Kirby  ? 


“Boy,  that  was  some  great  fight!” 


“Damn  it,  I've  lost  t 


“Phil,  I’d  like  you  to  meet  Brian.  Brian  will  be  posing 
for  the  picture  jacket  of your  new  novel.” 


“At  the  tone,  the  time  will  be  fifty-nine  minutes  and  fifty  seconds  after 
seven... At  the  tone,  the  time  will  be  eight  o’clock,  exactly...  At  the  tone, 
the  time  -will  be  ten  seconds  after  eight.  ..At  the  tone. ...” 


HAVE  A  HEART:  A  scalpel-sharp  dissection  of  the 
innards  sanctum,  the  current  surge  in  transplant  surgery. 


“  You  got  it,  now  ?  If  they  crash  between  Page  Comers  and  Route 
Nine,  they’re  Mount  Sinai’s;  if  they  go  off  between  Route  Nine  and 
Baysfort,  they  belong  to  Holy  Cross;  and  if  they  buy  it  between  Bays- 
fort  and  the  throughway,  then  Hopkins  Memorial  gets  to  use  them.” 


?r.  I’m  only  human.’ 


“Sometimes  I  miss  how  it  was  in  the  old  days.  ..the  hidden  laboratory 
in  the  ancient  castle. ..the  graveyard  raids. ..the  angry  crowds  of 
peasants  bearing  torches..." 


>  he’s  willing  to  donate  his  tonsils.” 


“Mr.  Borden  is  only  in  for  an  appendectomy,  doctor.” 


“I’m  sorry.  Senator,  it’s  some  more  of  those 
crackpot  conservationists.” 


r  mother  and  I  think  he’s  very  nice,  dear, 
but  isn’t  he  just  a  little  bit  old?” 


“ Professor  Zlata!  You're  just  in  time  to  be  the  planet  Neptune!” 


“My  God — I’ve  forgotten  the  number  of 
my  Swiss  bank  account!” 
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“Take  it  from  me,  madam — the  passing  years  can  only  add  to 
the  value  of  this  Spiro  T.  Agnew  standing  hall  clock.” 


"Is  tfOTHlMa 

sAceep?" 


“Now  that  you’ve  come  of  age,  son,  I  think  it’s  time  your 
old  dad  let  you  in  on  our  little  family  curse.” 


“Fred,  I  think  you’re  spending  altogether  too  much  time 


“Oh,  yes— do 


“You funnin’  me,  bubt” 


“Of  course,  in  life  he  was  allergic  to  them.” 


“Oh,  Irwin,  I  wish  to 


“And  to  those  of  you  who  did  contribute  to  the 
church  fund — our  blessings.” 


>  God  they’d  i 


“Nurse,  would  you  please  do  something  about  that  ? 
It’s  really  getting  to  be  awfully  depressing!” 


“ Here  they  t 


“That  settles  it.  Tm  moving  for  a  retrial.  ” 


“To  get  back  to  the  main  road,  you  turn  left  at  the  fork  just  before 
the  bridge  and  go  around  yonder  hill  to  Dark  Hollow. ...” 


“Madam,  I  should  have  thought  one  of  those  would 
have  been  more  than  enough.” 
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“You  fool — I’m 


“75  a  Wire  Tapper”  illustration  for  Playboy’s  Christmas  Cards  fet 
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Tm  helping  him  conquer  his  morbid  fear  of  water” 


“Occupant,  apartment  5C:  Congratulations— you  may  already  have 
won  the  all-electric  Colonial  split-level  house  of  your  dreams. ...” 


“Look — I  appreciate  your  talking  to  me,  and  I  know 
you  mean  well,  but  you’re  boring.” 


“Well,  I  guess  that’s  the  last  time  the  Callings 
ever  invite  us  over!” 


“Well,  we  found  i 


“I  can’t  say  I  like  the  looks  of  that  t 


Ill 


t  on  the  stops?” 


“Has  the  defendant  anything  to  say  before 
this  court  passes  sentence  t” 


tot  talking  about  your  Abominable  Snowman,  \ 
I’m  talking  about  that  diamond  tiara!” 


“Why,  those  aren’t  my  slippers!’ 


uld  be  able  to  do  that!” 


“Well,  folks,  it  looks  as  if  those  Reds  ai 
really  getting  trounced  by  Ole  Mich." 


Tuft'-**: 


CAUTIONARY  CALISTHENICS  by  Gahan  Wilson 

Though  the  obvious  dangers  of  exercise  (heavy  breathing,  sweating)  are 
easily  avoided,  there  are  more  subtle  menaces  lurking  on  the  road  to 
robust  health;  these  examples  should  help  you  guard  against  them. 


.  Wealthy  people  will  consider  hiring  others  to  do 
their  exercise  for  them.  They  should  not  give 
in  to  this  temptation,  as  studies  have  shown 

body-building  campaign. 


2.  The  key  word  in  isometrics  is 
balance.  Be  sure  every  part 

equally  and  you  will  be  able  to 
avoid  awkward  developments. 


all  equipment  carefully. 


“What  the  hell  is  all  this?” 
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twenty-four-hour-a-day  joint.  ” 


“Anyhow,  Mr.  Hefner  would  like  you  folks  to  know 
he  really  appreciates  the  gesture!” 
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“I  don’t  want  to  leave  anyone  or  anything  a  goddav 


“Give  me  the  number  of  the  Snappy  Pop 
Bang  Cereal  Company,  please!” 
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“Look,  Charley — the  world  changes. " 


“Oh-oh!” 


“I’ve  told  you. 


“You  know,  he’s  not  really  such  a  had  fellow  i 
you  get  a  couple  of  drinks  in  him!” 


“But,  seriously  folks ...” 


“Nothing  personal,  Dad,  but  if  I  were  you,  I  wouldn’t  ask 
too  many  questions  about  my  boys’  club.” 


“Well,  thank  heavens  I  can  still  laugh  about  it!” 


“First,  understand  that  from  up  here 
you  all  look  like  a  bunch  of  ants." 


“Try  and  tell  me  that  refei 
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“The  usual,  sir?” 
“Yes,  please.” 


“Sensors  report  alien  invasion  of  Sector  R-12!” 


“Poor  Harold  always  did  have  trouble  with  seafood.” 


sir,  but  this  i 
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“/  guess  it’s  really  not  the  right  neighborhood 
for  a  sidewalk  cafe.  ” 


“ There  certainly  are  a  lot  of  little  people,  aren’t  there"?” 


“ Limited  nuclear  war,  sir,  is  where  people 
like  you  and  me  survive.  ” 


“What  the  hell,  sweetheart — if  you  want  it,  it’s  yours!” 


“This  coffee 
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“It  appears  the  people  of  Atlantis  not  only  had  TV 
but  boring,  stupid  programming!” 


“Chemical  spill?  What  chemical  spill?  Anybody  here  know 
anything  about  a  chemical  spill?” 


"f-fef  o\lY  1 
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“I’m  sure  you  want  little  Jimmy  to  have  a  complete  set  of 
‘Muscular  Heroes  of  the  Cosmos,' now,  don’t  you,  Mr.  Bennett?” 


“Perfect!” 


the  standard  last  will  and  tes. 


“Of  course,  lack  of  discipline  is  a  major  problem 
in  raising  free-range  chickens!” 


“We  sure  appreciate  your  doing  all  you  can  to  make 
the  weather  interesting.  Herb!” 


“I  can’t  imagine  why  no  one  ever  thought  of  it  before!’ 


THE  SUBSTITUTES  by  Gabon  Wilson 

The  most  optimistic  scientists  agree  that  massive  overcrowding  is  just  getting 
started  ( wait  until  we  all  try  to  pack  ourselves  aboard  the  spaceship!),  and  it’s 
just  begun  to  dawn  on  us  that  many  living  creatures  we  enjoy  or  need  are  space 
wasting  and  could  easily  be  replaced  with  computerized,  mechanical  substitutes. 
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“ Relax — all  i 
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“But  then  I  think  about  how  rich  you  are, 
and  then  everything's  all  right  again.” 


“It’s  obviously  what  this  whole  space 
thing  was  about  from  the  first!” 


“ There  will  be  t 


s  fly  in  yaur  future!’ 


e’s  his  left  foot.” 


“I  suppose  it  was  just  a  matter  of  time  before  they 
roofed  the  whole  thing  over” 


Qokov 

OJtywv 


“ The  place  hasn’t  been  the  same  since  that 
hole  in  the  ozone  opened  up!” 


“My  goodness,  Mr.  Barret,  with  all  those  vitamins  and 
all  that  jogging,  we  thought  you'd  never  show  up!” 


mice.  They  appeared  the  day  Billy  decided  he 
l  to  be  president  when  he  grew  up.  ” 


“Flight  570  reports  its  starboard  engines  sucked  in  Dasher  and 
Dancer  and  the  port  intakes  just  got  Donner  and  Blitzen!” 
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“ Maybe  if  you  tip  them  they’ll  go 
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“This  is  a  terrible  table!” 


“Happy  Net 


'I’t  like  the  looks  of  this!” 


“Then,  after  you  have  spent  those  30  years  working  your  heart  out  on 
the  company’s  production  line,  you  will  be  laid  off  because  of  a  corporate 
merger,  only  to  discover  you  have  lost  all  your  retirement  benefits.” 


“Watch  out  for  the  fourth  step.” 


“Anyhow,  the  article  in  the  ‘Times’  says  they  were  only  hibernating 
and  the  greenhouse  effect  has  brought  them  out.” 


“Hi!  I’m  the  Ghost  of  April  Fool’s  Day  Past!’ 
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“Yes  sir,  the  place  wouldn’t  be  the  s 
without  old  Bosley  here!” 


“For  God’s  sake,  Parker,  show  some  guts 
and  stand  up  to  them!” 


“Please  don’t  be  alarmed,  Mr.  Parker,  but  those  preliminary  tests 
indicate  the  advisability  of  a  few  precautions 


>  that’s  what  happened  to  little  Ju 


“I’m  sorry,  Miss,  but  I’ll  have  to  ask  you 
for  some  proof  of  age.  ” 


“...And  your  job,  of  course,  is  to  enter 
through  the  chimney!” 


“I  did  with  Harry  just  what  you  did  with  your  Fred  and, 
I  must  say,  it’s  really  worked  out  wonderfully!” 


“So  much  for  their  attempted  reconciliation. 
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“This  1 


“/  don’t  like  the  looks  of  that!” 


“You  have  to  give  him  back  to  his  team  once 
you’re  through  playing  with  him!” 


“And  if  it  turns  out  none  of  these  others  does  the  trick,  you  t 
always  say  bye-bye  with  a  bottleful  of  these  babies!” 
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“I  think  that’s  the  last  of  them!” 


“I  believe  I'll  pass  on  the  coffee.’1 


“I’ve  been  in  show  business  so  long  I  used  to  make  jokes  about  the 
end  of  the  world  before  there  was  an  end  to  the  world!” 


efor  me  to  take  off,  but  I’ll  be  here  i 


“Oh,  very  well — but  don’t  wake  your  father  or  me  and  be  sure 
to  share  everything  you  get  with  your  little  sister!” 


“I’m  well  aware  that  being  dead  and  buried  has  weakened 
my  position  in  the  corporation.  ” 
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“What  possible  harm  can  come  to  this  planet  from  teaching  these 
miserable  creatures  how  to  use  fire  and  simple  tools?” 


Illustration  for  a  story  by  Robert  Coover  titled 
“The  Invisible  Man” 


“Don’t  worry,  sir — we’ve  got  all  possible 
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“Remember,  one  way  or  another,  this  time  we  find  out  what  mystery 
bait  he’s  using  for  those  record-breaking  catches!” 


“Of  course,  he's  into  really  kinky  sex!” 


“ Looks  like  we’ve  taken  care  of  the  enemy  and 
pretty  much  everything  else.  ” 


“We’ve  agreed,  then — earthlings  cannot  join  the  Intergalactic 
Federation  until  they’ve  improved  the  quality  of  their  sitcoms.” 


“I  don’t  care  if  he  did  follow  you  home — 
you  can’t  keep  him!” 
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“I  guess  this  explains  why  everybody  has  had  to  buy  their  t 
Christmas  presents  since  we  were  kids.  ” 


“...and  that’s  how  I  came  to  kill  this  bear 
during  my  summer  vacation.” 


i’t  like  the  look  of  those  pumpkins!” 


“Is  this  the  first  time  you’ve  realized 
I’m  an  hallucination?” 


m. 


“Well,  I  guess  that  pretty  much  takes  t 
of  our  retirement  plans.  ” 
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“/  think  the  return 
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“I’ll  concede  you’ve  put  it  behind  you.  Turner. 
But  it’s  still  behind  you.  ” 
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“If  that  thing  s 
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CAHAS  WILSON 


Horror  Trio 

by  Gahan  Wilson 


stroking  the  book  with  his  he 


the  floor  and,  still  grinning  hugely,  left  the  shop  in 
stalk  of  Doren. 


cat  which  perched  calmly  on  the  stall  where  the  gained  n 


The  Manuscript 
of  Doctor  Arness 


The  Sea  Was  Wet 
As  Wet  Could  Be 


r  they  got, 


Dracula  Country 

A  TOUR  OF  TRANSYLVANIA 

by  Gahan  Wilson 


A  Gift  of  the  Gods 

by  Gahan  Wilson 
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6AHAN  WILSON 


all  these  little  maps  and  charts  representing  human  beings,  ar 
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Might  as  well  be  HughM.  Hefner.  Right.  But  he  still  is— he’s  it,  as  far 


No,  not  really,  [pause]  Well,  it’s 


fiSASeo  woii'^E  nese,  Sifc  '  " 


the  sidewalks  of  Ne 


i  hodge  podge  of  all  different 


like  this  bad. 


deeply  into  it,  and  he  kept  that  up.  He  eventually  ended  up  being  Oprah 


Well,  that  wouldn’t  explain  William  F.  Buckley. 
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